116  THE  CHURCH  OF  ENGLAND

personal religion, both among those who
joined and those who resisted the movement
of Luther. On the other hand, nowhere were
scandals more flagrant among the higher
clergy, and that with Papal encouragement.
An astonishing pluralist was Albert of Branden-
burg, to one of whose dioceses Luther belonged.
At twenty-three, having none but secular
interests and those of a gross kind, he received
the archbishopric of Magdeburg and a bishopric
as well; next year he received in addition
the greatest German see, that of Mainz,
paying heavily for the sanction of Pope Leo
X. The transaction was concealed under
the form of the purchase of an indulgence
issued by the Pope ; i.e., the Pope, in return
for a lump sum, allowed Albert to take his
chance of making a profit by retailing copies
of the indulgence among the people of his two
provinces. The trade was carried out by
" pardoners," such as Chaucer has described,
who employed the methods of the cheap jack
to pass off their wares. The objects: the
Pope was to pay for the rebuilding of St.
Peter's ; it cost him and his successors Nor-
thern Europe, for it excited Luther's protest,
the burning of the Papal bull on October 31,
1517.

That Germany was ripe for change is clear